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SUBJECT: REEXPORT OF AUSTRALIAN BEEF 

REF: STATE 083503 

1 . EMBASSY AGR OFFICER RECEIVED AN INQUIRY FROM THE MEAT TRADE HERE 
SOMETIME AGO CONCERNING A PROPOSAL TO IMPORT AUSTRALIAN BONED BEEF 
QUARTERS. THE BONED QUARTERS WOULD BE WORKED UP, BOXED AND FROZEN 
IN MEXICO FOR SHIPMENT TO US AS A PRODUCT OF MEXICO. THE MEAT TRADE 
WAS TOLD IT WAS DOUBTFUL IF THE PROPOSED PROCESSING WOULD QUALIFY 
THE MEAT AS BEING A PRODUCT OF MEXICO FOR US MEAT IMPORT ACCOUNTING 
PURPOSES AND THE QUESTION WAS NOT PURSUED BY MEXICO. 

2. THIS PROPOSAL MIGHT SURFACE AGAIN IF DURING THE THIRD OR FOURTH 
QUARTER A MEXICAN SHORTFALL IS CLEARLY VISIBLE TO GOM. WE DOUBT 
THIS WILL HAPPEN, HOWEVER. 
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